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Vision and Mission
The Rising Massachusetts Electorate (RME) – communities of color, immigrants, youth, and 
low-income people – can claim power by uniting in a voting bloc. This will advance civic access, 
engagement, and representation for more universal participation in our democracy.

At the Massachusetts Voter Table (MVT), we increase civic engagement of the Rising Massa-
chusetts Electorate by convening a statewide multiracial coalition of voters for a shared agen-
da, providing strategic guidance and voter engagement tools for non-partisan mobilization for 
all elections, and cultivating the leadership of trusted community messengers. By increasing 
civic engagement, we can make the electorate more reflective of the overall population of 
Massachusetts, hold elected officials accountable, and win progressive reforms that advance 
social, racial, and economic justice.

Analysis of Vote Share of Communities 
of Color from 2010-2016
Voting participation among people of color in Massachusetts reached a six-year high in 
2016. This trend shows a decrease in the voter participation gap in communities of color and 
the overall electorate. While this is encouraging, much work remains to register and turn out 
voters of color to close this gap, and many obstacles stand in the way of achieving racial equity 
in civic participation.

Data
The four major data points we rely on to track disparities in political participation among people 
of color include: Citizen Voting Age Population (CVAP), voter registration percentage, voter 
turnout, and vote share. 

Citizen Voting Age Population: CVAP is data that is collected by the American Community 
Survey and gives the best estimates of the number of eligible voters of color.1 Best available 
data indicates that the total citizen voting age population in Massachusetts in 2017 was 
4,887,325. Of this number voters of color accounted for 938,544, making up 17.8% of all 
eligible voters in Massachusetts.2 

Voter Registration Percentage: Voter registration percentage is the percentage of people of 
color active registered voters of color among all active registered voters for any given year.3 In 
2017 people of color accounted for 678,424 active registered voters out of a total of 4,523,759 
active registered voters, or 15.0% of all active registered voters in Massachusetts.

Voter Turnout: The percentage of registered voters who voted in a particular election. Turnout 
among all communities of color is lower when compared to the statewide average in Massa-
chusetts. In 2016, 429,718 voters of color (63.3% of 678,424 registered people of color) voted 
in the general election compared to total turnout of 3,377,737 voters (74.7% of 4,523,759 
registered voters).

1 Male and female, over 18, native plus naturalized citizens
2 The data used come from the 2015 American Community Survey (ACS)
3 Total registered voters who voted in 2012 or later or were registered on or after Jan. 1, 2015 from TargetSmart data
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Figure 1: Voter turnout steadily increased for communities of color between the 2012 and 2016 elections, but the 
decline during midterm elections, which contain the elections of many important statewide offices, has a detrimental 
impact on the power of communities of color. The decline in turnout among voters of color, especially relative to white 
voters, compounds this effect.

Vote share: Different from voter turnout, vote share refers to the percentage of ballots cast for any 
given election. In 2016, voters of color made up 12.7% of all ballots cast in the general election.

By analyzing these four interrelated data points over time, we can understand identify key trends 
in how communities of color participate in the political process. People of color account for 17.8% 
of the eligible voter population in Massachusetts and should also account for 17.8% of all regis-
tered voters and 17.8% of all ballots cast in every election. Because of stubborn barriers, people of 
color only accounted for 15.0% of all active registered voters and 12.7% of ballots cast in the 2016 
general election. 

Voter registration among people of color has steadily increased since 2012.4 However, vote share 
fluctuates depending on the election year because turnout sharply declines in non-presidential 
elections across all underrepresented communities of color. Vote share among people of color in-
creased from 11.39% in 2012 to 12.72% in 2016 as turnout among communities of color increased 
from 61.2% in 2012 to 63.3% in 2016. At MVT, our core task remains increasing civic engagement 
in communities of color to capture a greater vote share in all elections, especially midterm, munici-
pal, and primary elections.

Figure 2: While the increase in the proportion of the total eligible voters and registered voters continues to climb, vote 
share of communities of color drops dramatically from presidential elections to midterm elections.

4 Reliable voter data is not available prior to 2012.
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Figure 3: The voter participation trends among Asian American Pacific Islander communities are encouraging, and 
midterm turnout remains a major challenge.

Figure 4: Voter turnout and vote share for African-Americans decreased in 2014 from 2012 and did not recover in 
2016. These downward trends are very troubling. Note: demographic modeling for African-Americans has tended 
to undercount the number of black voters.

Figure 5: Turnout among Latinx voters surged in 2016, and investments in grassroots organizing are necessary to 
maintain this peak in voter participation in the 2018 midterm elections.
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The Racial Civic Participation Gap
Voter Registration: The total Massachusetts registration rate is 79% and the registration rate 
among people of color is 75%, representing a registration gap of 4% between communities of 
color and the overall population. We strive to reach parity in registration rates among people of 
color compared with the eligible voting population of Massachusetts as a whole. This means an 
additional 16,951 people of color need to register to vote to reach parity.

Voter Turnout 2016: Since people of color account for 17.8% of all eligible voters, they should 
also account for 17.8% of all ballots cast. Therefore, out of the 3,420,553 ballots cast in 2016, 
429,718 voters of color who turned out, 179,073 voters of color short of reaching parity. 

Opportunities from 2018-2020
Increasing Turnout in Municipal and Midterm Elections
Through non-partisan voter engagement, we build the power of communities of color to hold 
elected officials accountable and make good on the promise of civic representation. Non-parti-
san voter engagement builds the capacity of local community-based organizations by increas-
ing the scale of their outreach, solidifying their reputation as a trusted source of information 
about local issues, and creating a relationship necessary for accountability with public officials.

Turnout has dropped dramatically among people of color from presidential elections to midterm 
elections. People of color cast 213,564 ballots in 2014, a drop off of 152,940 voters from 2012. 
Turnout for white voters decreased 27% from 2012 to 2014 while turnout for voters of color 
decreased 38%. In 2014, MVT partner organizations contacted over 43,000 voters in the Rising 
Massachusetts Electorate who are primarily voters of color. When contacted by an MVT part-
ner organization, turnout among RME voters increased from 48.9% to 59.9%, eclipsing overall 
statewide turnout of 53%.

Increasing civic engagement in low-turnout communities of color in municipal and midterm 
elections, especially in primary elections, can have an outsized impact in increasing vote share 
among people of color since the electorate is typically very small. This can have a dramatic 
effect on strengthening representation of the needs of communities of color in city halls and 
the statehouse, where elected officials make consequential decisions on housing, education, 
transportation, and working conditions.

Building Local Power in Gateway Cities
MVT will build multiracial city-based coalitions, to act as local vehicles for increasing civic 
engagement and moving toward representation of the interests of communities of color. These 
municipal voter tables in gateway cities are essential to reaching a larger number of voters of 
color. 89,545 RME voters of color live in Boston, while nearly 155,000 RME voters of color live in 
sixteen cities that have populations that are at least one-third people of color. 

To increase voter turnout, MVT and its partner organizations will combine traditional field 
tactics, such as knocking on doors and making calls, with digital organizing through social 
media, texting, and smartphone apps popular among immigrant communities (Whats App, We 
Chat). We will focus on how to use relational organizing to register voters and increase voter 
turnout among networks of community organizations, schools, community health centers, legal 
aid organizations, congregations, and more. Deepening relationships in gateway cities is key to 
increasing the vote share of communities of color across the state and ensuring that the voices 
of voters of color are heard in city halls and at the statehouse.
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CITY %POC POC RME VOTERS RME VOTERS

Chelsea 74.6% 3,821 6,829

Springfield 64.6% 31,329 53,587

Lynn 54.0% 11,568 28,430

Holyoke 53.9% 7,382 13,526

Boston 53.4% 89,545 210,896

Revere 37.5% 3,911 13,655

Brockton 56.1% 13,001 31,034

Lowell 48.1% 10,771 27,815

Everett 43.4% 3,079 9,571

Worcester 39.8% 14,960 47,826

Lawrence 81.2% 17,984 22,205

Randolph 64.9% 5,597 10,467

Malden 52.0% 5,198 15,878

Cambridge 36.9% 7,806 31,870

Quincy 33.3% 8,494 30,514

Framingham 33.3% 3,809 18,778

New Bedford 32.5% 6,899 30,100

Total in Cities with High POC Population 245,154 602,981

Total in MA 375,827 2,206,504

Ensuring an Accurate Census Count in 2020
Mobilizing communities of color participate in the Census at the same rate as the overall 
population will lead to opportunities to draw districts at the local, state, and federal levels that 
have populations that are majority non-white. This will increase the likelihood that the needs of 
voters of color will be represented in city councils and in the statehouse. Holding racial equity 
at the center of 2020 Census and redistricting efforts is critical to ensuring representation of 
communities of color in the coming decade. 

Closing the Gap and Claiming the 
Power of Communities of Color
Incubating a voting bloc of the Rising Massachusetts Electorate has the potential will close the 
racial civic participation gap, leading to a new civic culture and a future governing majority. This 
long and slow effort requires continued investment in grassroots organizations that develop of 
leadership of people color. When communities of color claim power, the Rising Massachusetts 
Electorate can advance the public good for all people, make racial equity a norm in policy-
making at all levels of government, and forge the future of a more inclusive democracy in our 
commonwealth.
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